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Summary

Dr. Judith Fridovich-Keil was the recipient of the Research Team’s first Research grant 
for her research “Toward Improved Intervention for Galactosemia”.  She was the princi-
pal investigator for this project searching for a potential drug for people with galactose-
mia.  Dr. Fridovich-Keil is a researcher in the Department of Human Genetics at Emory 
University School of Medicine.  One of the prime outcomes of this study was her team 
developed a high throughput-test for UGP activity and demonstrated using the appropri-
ate controls and calculations that the assay is now ready for use in a high throughput 
screen. This is a major accomplishment and will serve as the foundation upon which all 
future progress (not funded by GF) in this long-term project will be based.  Next steps 
would include screening more than 100,000 compounds for potential use as a potential 
drug.  In addition, she has had discussions with venture capitalists who were consider-
ing funding her research, prior to the economic downturn in 2009.
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